The process of European integration, which is the underlying theme of this issue, is currently faced with fundamental challenges. Not only has the EU embarked on an interesting process of formal constitutional isation, it is alsoafter the historic and vast enlargement that took place on the first of Turkey then applied for full membership to the Community on 14 April 1987. It soon became clear, however, that the Community itself was not that enthusiastic and the European Commission put Turkey's accession request into cold storage, calling instead for a completion of the customs union and an intensification of relations between the two parties Some years later, on the 3 1" of December 1995, the customs union was indeed accomplished,7 marking an important step in bringing the EU and Turkey closer together. Turkish -EU relations deteriorated again, however, when at the Luxembourg European Council of December 1997 concrete promises were made to all of the Union's candidate states except for Turkey, which was denied the status of candidate State and was merely told that the EU would draw up a strategy "to prepare Turkey for accession by bringing it closer to the European Union in every field."8 Only two years later though, at the 1999 Helsinki summit, the European Council reversed this decision and granted Turkey candidate status, declaring that "Turkey is a candidate State destined to join the Union on the basis of the same criteria as applied to the other candidate States".9 2 Turkey and the concept of European identity To put it mildly, Turkey has never really had the unequivocal support of the EU Member States. The EU adopted a "two-faced" approach to Turkey, expressing support for Turkey's membership in public, whilst saying behind closed doors that it should never be allowed in.10 Apart from the obvious political reason for this -namely the apparent problems associated with the admission into the EU of a country as big as Turkey" -another important reason is that the Turkish application has always been haunted by persistent doubts concerning the country's eligibility for EU membership:
[P]erceived differences or weaknesses in the Turkish application have frequently led to doubts whether Turkey qualifies as a 
